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The importance of an EIN associated with an endowment account. 
 
MidwayUSA Foundation uses the Employer Identification Number (EIN) associated with an 
endowment account for two purposes: 
1. To determine who may receive grants from the account.  Only the EIN organization may 

apply for and receive grants from its endowment account. 
2. For government reporting of cash and non-cash grants linked to the account (Forms 1099-

MISC and 990 Schedule I) 
 
The EIN does not indicate ownership of the endowment account.  MidwayUSA Foundation is a 
public charity, not a bank.  An organization associated with an endowment account does not 
own, control, or have a right to the endowment account or the funds (donations and earnings) 
in the endowment account.  All endowment accounts and funds held by the MidwayUSA 
Foundation are the property of the Foundation and are under the control of the Foundation’s 
Board of Directors.  Therefore, an organization’s endowment account balance is simply the 
measure by which the MidwayUSA Foundation determines how much of a grant the 
organization may receive. 
 
How to properly complete an IRS form W-9 (request for EIN) 
 
MidwayUSA Foundation asks for W-9s when an organization opens an endowment account, 
and with all grant applications and fundraising product LOIs.  W-9 forms are simple and short, 
but the IRS provides very little guidance for nonprofits on how to properly complete line #3 on 
the form. 
 
First, go to the IRS website and download the latest form available.  Instructions are included 
with the form, so make sure you read them carefully. https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw9.pdf  
 
Next, make sure you have the correct Employer Identification Number (EIN) for your 
organization.  DO NOT use your Social Security Number!  We cannot issue grants of any kind to 
an individual.  Also, we are required to report cash and non-cash grants to the IRS, and you 
probably don’t want that reported as potential income to you! 
 
When you have the latest W-9 form and the correct EIN, then complete, sign, and date the 
form. DO NOT check any of the boxes in the top and middle of #3 on the form.  Those boxes 
indicate a FOR PROFIT business.  Check Other and then indicate the type of organization.  If you 
are not authorized to sign on behalf of the organization, you will have to get an authorized 
signature.  For instance, if you are a high school coach, you will probably have to contact the 
school business manager and ask for a completed W-9.   
 
Some examples of W-9 forms for various nonprofit organizations are provided on the following 
pages: 
 

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw9.pdf
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Booster Club that is NOT Incorporated 

 
 
 
Team or Organization that is a State Nonprofit 
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A Tax-Exempt Club 

 
 
 
A 501(c)(3) Public Charity 

 


